The eyes of phototreated infants are routinely 'patched', because it has been shown that the intensity of light in phototherapy units can 
Conclusions
We conclude that further research is required to evaluate the ocular hazard posed by phototherapy. 886 Phototherapy: an ocular hazard revisited 887
Firstly, future animal studies should be designed in such a manner as to ensure that the conditions prevalent in clinical practice are appropriately simulated. Secondly, estimates of typical exposures of the retina received by infants during phototherapy are currently unavailable and would be of great benefit in evaluating the potential hazard. To this end we are attempting to measure both the environmental (for example, the intensity and duration of light exposure) and biological (for example, eyelid opening, pupil size, transmittance of the eyelids, and optic media) factors that influence retinal exposure during phototherapy. It is hoped that such data can be related to known photobiological dose response associations obtained from in vivo and in vitro laboratory studies.
Should phototherapy be found to pose an important ocular hazard then the use of eyeshields needs to be afforded the appropriate clinical priority. If it is not, then the economics of 'patching' and its unknown effects on visual development may not justify the continuation of the practice. 
